[image: ]VETERANS ADVISORY BOARD

June 23, 2026 at 9:00 a.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Luke Rosendo Keith, VFW 3242 - Chair
Daniel Ansbach, Special Forces #80
James Perry Ashby, American Legion #10
Lawrence "Sam" Bothern, MOAA
Jeffrey Eakman proxy for Victor Eres, USMC
Len Hampton, Member at Large
Fred Madrid, Vietnam Veterans of America, Chap. 431
James Bentley, MOPH

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
Brian Morrow, Member at Large - Vice-Chair
Brandon Robinson, Member at Large
James (JR) Turner, VFW 10124 
Adrian Vesth-Nelson, Member at Large
Thomas Chapin, DAV 38

STAFF PRESENT:
	Charles Tucker, CLC Inspector General
	Amber Dominguez, Administration
		
OTHERS:
	Dan Lucero
	Jerome Hanway
	Mr. Chavez

1.	CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Keith called the meeting to order.  A quorum was determined to be present.

2.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ALL STAND FOR PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

3.	ROLL CALL

A quorum was noted to be present.

4.	ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA

Motion to accept the agenda made by Perry Ashby; seconded by Sam Bothern.  Motion passed unanimously.

5.	VETERANS ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES – May 26, 2026

Motion to accept the minutes made by Sam Bothern; seconded by Len Hampton.  Motion passed unanimously.

6.	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Dan Lucero from DAV 38 stated the state DAV will be holding the state convention this week and having the national commander as the special guest.  Also he puts out a newsletter, in the last one there were some changes to the DIC rates which is Dependent Indemnity Compensation, which came out December 2025.  Also he had to go to emergency for an eye issue, and he wanted veterans to know they have 72 hours to report to the VA that you have used emergency services.  On July 25th there will be a veterans legal clinic at the VFW Post 10124 from 9:00 - 12:00.  New Mexico Department of Veterans Services changed their website address, dvs.nm.gov.  The New Mexico Department of Veterans Services, Vince Tellez was recognized in the employee spotlight in the last newsletter.  The new Las Cruces DVS location is at 1125 N. Solano Dr. That is the corner of Spruce and Solano, across the street from the NM Dept. of Health.  There are commissary privileges, those members that are service disabled, Purple Heart, or POW, or family members taking care of eligible veterans and Medal of Honor are eligible for those services.  The El Paso Airport is providing veteran services parking, free but have to sign up for it and there are qualifications to meet, not for all veterans.

Jerome Hanway with Right At Home here in Las Cruces.  He submitted a letter in the past to this board, as they have had some obstacles with the VA in El Paso getting on-boarded.  They were approved by the VA through TriWest to become a provider for the VA in October 2025.  They are listed on VA.gov as a provider in southern New Mexico.  They are reaching out to this board for some support to provide care for veterans in southern New Mexico.  He appreciates the boards support.  Home Instead is also in the same situation.  El Paso VA has not helped in this process, have avoided him, and even hung up the phone on him.  Albuquerque technically have Otero county, Luna county, Sierra county listed as Albuquerque  When he spoke with Albuquerque they say it is El Paso's.  El Paso says they only have Doña Ana county.  There should be no confusion about when someone needs care.  Upon request to Albuquerque, he was told that since his main office is in Doña Ana county, that El Paso VA has to bring them on first.  Once that is done, then they would bring them onboard.  Len Hampton requested the letter be a bit cleaned up, which would entail just adding signature blocks or each signing member, then sign the letter as soon as possible.  The letter should go to El Paso VA director upon completion of signatures.  Also Secretary of New Mexico Veteran Services would like a copy.  

Motion to accept the letter by Sam Bothern; seconded by Perry Ashby.  Motion passes unanimously. 

Mr. Chavez asked for updates on the plaques for veterans park.  Chair Keith stated if they can get the funding Ken Miyagishima referenced that would be good.  Charles Tucker will discuss this later in the meeting.  He stated for the airport parking you need to go online and provide a copy of your registration, a copy of the license plate, New Mexico driver's license or VA card.  Otherwise can make an appointment and go to the airport and talk to the woman over there.  With the congressional(s), if you send them online the chance of getting a response are slim to none.  The CBOC here keeps getting kicked down the road and seems like nobody knows what is happening.  He said it is already a year behind schedule.  Len Hampton sent a letter to the leadership in El Paso asking for someone from the leadership department to come to this meeting.  It is a 30-day process.

7.	AGENDA ITEMS TO DISCUSS - None

8.	BOARD MEMBER REPORTS

Len Hampton - Member at Large - He has two checks for $1,600 for the wall from American Legion Post 10, and VFW Post 6917.  They will be deposited today.  He mentioned Take Care of American Veterans Act (TCAVA) House Resolution 9237, Senate Bill 4744 sponsored by Kansas Senator, Jerry Morgan.  Most VSO organizations are not in favor of this particularly where it puts the payment of benefits on new people coming in.  For decades disability ratings have been based on medical evidence and real world impact.  Section 108 of TCAVA would move Congress directly into the process by changing how certain disabilities, including tinnitus and sleep apnea re evaluated and compensated.  Let your senators and congress people know how you feel about this.  He attended an outstanding VFW state conference in Albuquerque a few weeks ago.  

Jeffrey Eakman proxy for Victor Eres - USMC - From May 26th to June 23rd they did six funerals.  For the month of July they will be the head color guard for the 3rd of July parade.  They have two color guards on the 4th of July, one at NMSU for the fireworks show, and the second at Vado Raceway before their show.  At this time they had to not attend a funeral due to being shorthanded.  They are asking for help.

Fred Madrid - Vietnam Veterans of America - They did two food drives, one at Save-Mart on Valley Drive on the first Sunday of every month 8:00-2:00.  And the second one on Walmart on Sonoma Ranch July 19th, 7:30-2:00.

Daniel Ansbach - Special Forces #80 - Nothing to report.

James Bentley - Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH) - On Saturday, June 20th several volunteers from MOPH Chapter 204 went to the T or C veterans home and provided an ice cream social.

James Perry Ashby - American Legion #10 - Nothing to report.

Lawrence "Sam" Bothern - MOAA - Nothing to report.

Luke Rosendo Keith - VFW 3242 - They had their meeting this past weekend due to members out of town.  There is a hold on the check until there is more clarification from what is going on with the money for the plaques.  They have motioned to have the money donated.  They continue to provide the hall to various functions.  He will do a BBQ for 4th of July.  

Chair Keith stated the Church of Latter Day Saints is wanting to do a breakfast July 4th at Veterans Park stating at 8:00 a.m. that will be free to all veterans and their families.    

Motion to approve the breakfast by James Perry Ashby, seconded by Dan Ansbach seconded.  Motion passed.
	
9.	STAFF LIAISON REPORT 

Charles Tucker read from the minutes by Ken Miyagishima.  "There is a state law called the Anti-Donation Clause that if it benefits a particular individual group it is a violation of the Anti-Donation.  In 2012 he has a foundation he used primarily for veterans who were losing their utilities.  When he left as Mayor there was a balance of about $6,000.  He tried to give it to the city.  It may still be sitting there.  He will donate that to the plaques."  He also stated in there "Viola with the city will know about the account."  He went to Viola and Viola stated, "I looked through the old e-mails and confirmed there were actually two time periods that tied to the grants mayor's funds that were managed by the Community Foundation of Southern New Mexico (CFSNM).  2021 related to two grants awarded to the city by the US Conference of Mayors but were managed by CFSNM.  The city requested CFSNM return the second grant award in the amount of $10,000 to the city in later 2021.  Amy was working with the public schools to use those funds for computers and internet services.  I cannot confirm that it what took place, but I do recall this being the direction the grants were going to pursue.  2024 related to two additional funds managed by CFSNM called the Mayor's 5210 Fitness and Nutrition and Education donor advised fund which was $5,637.51.  And the Mayor's 5210 Fitness and Nutrition special projects fund which was $1,726.37.  The information records provided by CFSNM back in 2021 were limited, and I recall them advising they could not confirm how the first grant was spent or if there was any monies remaining from this grant because they were co-mingled with personal and private donations.   When they notified the mayor in 2024 about the balances in these two funds, the mayor decided to donate them to the city and request that they be used for home rehabilitation through Community Development.  I cannot confirm that is what took place, and I have no information as to how these funds may have been used or if any of the monies or funds still exist.  Back then the folks involved were Barbara, LeeAnn, Amy."  Nobody knows where those monies are, they are gone.  There are no monies.  

He did receive two e-mails.  One from NMSU offering classes supporting New Mexico veterans.  They offer 100+ degree programs that are fully accredited and online.  They are also offering free transition career course that is fully online and self-paced.  Do not need to be a student, but just a veteran, spouse, or serving on active duty.  He will get this put on the website.  The other e-mail is from Alf Flores from El Paso.  They are starting to open up a Southwestern Military Museum.  They are a 501(c)(3) approved.  
 
Len Hampton asked what to do with the checks.  Chair Keith stated he will get his checks written this week and get them to Len.  He stated let's just move forward with working on them getting the funds together.  Charles Tucker stated give the money to James.  The balance is approximately $3,900 at the trophy shop.  There are five plaques.  Chair Keith stated let's wait until they have all the money, and work with JR.  Make any checks out to New Mexico Veterans and Families Foundation.  
	
10.	ADJOURNMENT (09:55)

Motion to adjourn made by Len Hampton; seconded by Sam Bothern.  Motion passed.




______________________________________
Chairperson
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