CITY OF LAS CRUCES

The following are minutes for the meeting of the City Art Board held at 4:30 p.m. on
February 8, 2024, at City Hall, 700 N. Main St., Las Cruces, NM, Conference Room 2007-
A.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Adam Amador, Chair

Chantelle Yazzie-Martin, Vice Chair
Melanie Brown, Secretary

Kayla Blundell, Member

Susan Polka, Member

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Katrina Chandler, Member

OTHERS PRESENT:
Yvonne Flores, City Councilor
Ceci Vasconcellos, Public Art Coordinator
Megan Connelly, Public Art Co-Op
Lani Bradley, Progressive Club Member
Tina Ballew, Chalk the Plaza committee lead
Jason Smith, Fire Chief
1. CALL TO ORDER
Chair Amador called the meeting to order.
2, INTRODUCTIONS
Those present introduced themselves.
3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
The agenda was accepted after correcting Lani Bradley's name.
4. APPROVAL of January 11, 2024 MINUTES
The minutes were accepted as presented.

5. PUBLIC INPUT

There was none.
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lunch. Advertising will start as soon as all the contracts are in place. A
suggestion was made to use DAARTS to find artist contacts for marketing.

o GO Bond Projects

Ceci Vasconcellos reported that she, Chantelle Yazzie-Martin, Melanie
Brown, and Greg Smith visited the East Mesa Recreational Complex site to
consider alternate locations for public art. She showed photos of some
possibilities and discussed with the Board where the best place for art might
be. She hopes to get the spot chosen so the Call for Artists can be
announced in March. The Board is considering two spots suggested by
Streedevi Mohanraj, Architectural Administrator for the City, which could be
encircled with walkways. One of these locations is near the power panels.
The mound formerly preferred on the corner is not feasible due to
underground utilities there. The Board also considered choosing two
alternate spots in case the preferred spot is not available.

There is $100,000 available for purchasing art for the Complex and it must
be spent by 2025.

o CAB Vacancy

Ceci Vasconcellos reported that the Board has one vacancy. She submitted
four applications for Board review January 26th. Those applications
represent all that were received in 2023 that are still valid. The Board will
wait until the next Executive Committee meeting to determine the best
applicant.

7. ACTION ITEMS

Pinwheels in Albert Johnson Park - Lani Bradley

Representing the GFWC Progress Club of Las Cruces, Lani Bradley requested
CAB consent for an awareness display in Albert Johnson Park. This display is
for the International Child Abuse Awareness and Prevention Campaign. She
reported that Parks & Rec has already agreed to this display as long as it does
not interfere with lawn irrigation. Last year there were almost 900 pinwheels.
Some of those were made of paper and did not survive the elements. More
robust new pinwheels will be added this year to those that made it through last
year's display. The display would be put up on April 1, 2024 and taken down
on April 10, 2024. Other countries such as Taiwan, Canada, and Aruba
participate in this activity.

It was moved and seconded to approve the pinwheel display in Albert Johnson
Park. Motion passed unanimously.
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10.

to do setup and tear-down. Ceci Vasconcellos needs to know what supplies
need to be reordered. Tape should be used this year to keep people off the
artwork, but preferably not “caution” type tape. This event was conceived as a
simple community event rather than a competition. A suggestion was made to
digitize the people's choice vote to protect the Board from claims of vote
tampering. The Board requested Tina Ballew assign tasks to Board members.
The most important request is that Board Members attend the event and help
out. Artist stipends or prizes, water availability, posting the selection criteria for
the art, and posting artist bios were discussed. Tina Ballew will make the plan
shareable so that everyone can note updates about what they have done.
Chalk the Plaza updates will be put on the next agenda. The Call for Artists
should go out on February 21, 2024. A suggestion was made to add a note to
the Call for Artists that artists must adhere to the theme requirements; if they
do not, they will not be considered for CAB awards/prizes. A suggestion was
made to have a hospitality tent for the volunteers and artists.

Diversity Policy

Chair Amador has everyone's feedback and will have it ready for the March
meeting.

Committee Updates
o Communication and Outreach

There have been requests for artist lists and photos/addresses of the
artwork around town. Ceci Vasconcellos will consider. The Committee will
look into creating a brochure for the Mira Las Cruces and Chalk the Plaza
event.

o Research and Development

Research and Development has been drafting Fire Station #9's Project
Plan. Susan Polka expressed interest in joining the R&D Committee.
Melanie Brown suggested a standardized onboarding process be
developed. She will e-mail members possible onboarding talking points so
Board Members can add their ideas and offer input.

BOARD COMMENTS

The Board welcomed Susan Polka. A suggestion was made to create a directory
of local artists available so people who wish to hire artists can find them. There
was discussion as to whether this was within the CAB’s purview. DAARTS does

maintain a list, but that may only be available to DAARTS' paying members.

NEXT MEETING — March 14, 2024
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