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Las Cruces is more than 300 miles from the nearest coastal area.
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Rio Grande, New Mexico https://www.rivers.gov/rivers/rio-grande-nm.php
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Rio Grande, New Mexico
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Outstandingly Remarkable Values
Cultural & Historic

This area has attracted human activity since prehistoric times. Evidence of ancient use is found
throughout the area in the form of petroglyphs, prehistoric dwelling sites and other types of
archaeological sites.

Fish & Wildlife

The river gorge is home to numerous species of wildlife, including big horn sheep, river otters
and the Rio Grande cutthroat trout.

Geologic

The Rio Grande del Norte National Monument is comprised of rugged, wide-open plains at an
average elevation of 7,000 feet, dotted by volcanic cones and cut by steep canyons with rivers
tucked away in their depths. The Rio Grande carves an 800-foot-deep gorge through layers of
volcanic basalt flows and ash. Among the volcanic cones in the Monument, Ute Mountain is the
highest, reaching to 10,093 feet.

Flowing out of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains of New Mexico, the Red River was the head of a
smaller Rio Grande of ancient times. Scientists believe that some 400,000 years ago, a closed
drainage basin with no outflow existed in the San Luis Valley to the north in Colorado. With
changes causing the region to become wetter, the lake within this basin overflowed to the south
and drained into the Red River. The volume of water continued to increase as it cut through the
earth, forming the modern Rio Grande Gorge we know today. As a result, the Red River became
a tributary and the headwaters of the Rio Grande.

Recreational

Two developed recreation areas are located along the river—Wild Rivers on the north and Orilla
Verde in the south. In addition to these scenic recreation areas, visitors can enjoy a spectacular
vista of the gorge from the High Bridge Overlook where Highway 64 crosses the river.

Recreation opportunities include biking, camping, fishing, hiking/backpacking, picnicking, wildlife
viewing, horseback riding and whitewater boating.

The Upper Gorge includes the Class || Ute Mountain Run (24 miles), Class V Upper Box (6.5
miles), and Class II-1V Taos Box (15 miles), which takes 6 to 8 hours, including stops for lunch
and sightseeing. The rapids in the Box offer the best whitewater opportunities in New Mexico,
through one of the most scenic sections of the Rio Grande Gorge. Paralleled by state roads, the
Lower Gorge receives the majority of the recreational use, beginning at the Taos Junction Bridge
in the Orilla Verde area and extending south for 18 miles. The Racecourse, a five-mile stretch of
whitewater located along NM 68, is less demanding than the Box but still offers an exciting ride.
Trips in the Lower Gorge vary in time from two to six hours, depending on river flow and ones'
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choice of put in and take out.

Scenic

The Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River, located within the Rio Grande del Norte National
Monument, includes 74 miles of the river as it passes through the 800-foot deep Rio Grande
Gorge. Flowing out of the snowcapped Rocky Mountains in Colorado, the river journeys 1,900

miles to the Gulf of Mexico. Here the river flows in a rugged and scenic part of northern New
Mexico.
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NATIONWIDE RIVERS INVENTORY CONTACT US
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Verde Envircnmental Las Cruces, New Mexico

Record of Communication
(Used to document phone calls, e-mails.
meetings and other forms of communication)

Date and time:
May 13, 2010: 1:45 p.m.

Method of Communication (e.g., phone call, meeting, etc.):
Phone conversation

Communicating Party:

Name/Company: Lisa Murphy, Airport Administrator, Las Cruces International
Alrport
Phone No.: 575-541-2473

Receiving Party:

Name/Company: Raymond J. Reynaud/Verde Environmental
Phone No.: (575) 496-0868
Subject: Interview with Las Cruces International Airport

Administrator re: Airport Clear Zones.

COMMUNICATION: Mr. Raymond J. Reynaud called Lisa Murphy to discuss Airport
Clear Zones at the Las Cruces International Airport.

Ms. Murphy explained that HUD requirements dictate a clear zone of at least 2,500 ft.
from civil airport runways such as the Las Cruces Airport. Ms. Murphy explained that a
buffer of that distance surrounds the airport so although there are Airport Clear Zones
within the airport proper, there are none that extend beyond the alrport property.



