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The following information is a simplified rep-

resentation of the steps followed for an An-

nexation: 

Pre Application Meeting 

Application Review 

City Council (Final Action) 

City Council (First Read) 

Application Submittal 

Departmental Review(s) 

Planning  and Zoning 

Commission 

Dona Ana County Board of 

County Commissioners 

Development Review Committee 

ANNEXATION 
An annexation is the expansion of the 

city limit boundaries to include new 

lands that were previously in unincor-

porated Doña Ana County. Annexa-

tions allow for the development of 

land consistent with the City stand-

ards and must be contiguous with the 

City boundaries. When land is an-

nexed, the owner/developer (with the 

approval of the city) establishes a mas-

ter plan and initial zoning, a frame-

work by which development will oc-

cur. 

The City’s annexation process has 
three main components: 

The first is the annexation petition/ 

application along with the Annexation 

Plat. These documents clearly identify 

ownership for the subject property 

and the boundaries/properties being 

proposed for annexation. It’s im-

portant to note that the plat may con-

tain properties owned by those not 

voluntarily participating in the petition 

or annexation request. When this oc-

curs, the subject land is called “non-

petitioned acreage”. Non-petitioned 

acreage must make up less than 50 

percent of the total annexation. 

The second component is the master 

plan. This plan identifies land uses 

being proposed, major roadway circu-

lation (consistent with the MPO’s 
Thoroughfare Plan), densities of resi-

dential uses, intensities of non-

residential uses, conceptual drainage 

and utility infrastructure and the phas-

ing of the intended development. 

The third component is the initial zon-

ing map, which identifies the zoning 

designations from the 2001 Las Cru-

ces Zoning Code, as amended, for the 

subject property. The proposed zon-

ing should complement the land use 

classifications identified in the master 

plan. Special concerns or considera-

tions might warrant zoning with condi-

tions in order mitigate those concerns. 

 City of Las Cruces Development 

Application 

 Completed Annexation Petition 

 Annexation Plat 

 Master Plan illustrating proposed 

uses and densities/intensities 

 Initial Zoning Map reflecting imple-

mentation of proposed master plan 

 Other items as deemed necessary 

Package including initial zoning re-

quest, Master Plan and Annexation 

Plat: $1,000 

*Additional cost recovery fees for advertising of 

the public meeting apply and totals vary 

View the following sections of the City 

of Las Cruces Municipal Code for 

more detailed information: 

 Chapter 38-10 C, for Application 
Procedures 

 2006 City of Las Cruces Subdivision 
Code, Article IX: Annexations 

 Chapter 38-10 F, for Annexation 

and Initial Zoning Procedures 

 Article 7. NMSA—Annexation of 
Territory, Sec 3-7-1 thru 3-7-18 

For more information you can call, 

email, or come by our office and 

request to speak with the Planner 

of the Day (POD). 

(575) 528-3043 
devservices@las-cruces.org 

Las Cruces City Hall 
700 N. Main Street, Suite 1100 

mailto:devservices@las-cruces.org



